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Synopsis

New York Times BestsellerA dual biography of Winston Churchill and George Orwell, who
preserved democracy from the threats of authoritarianism, from the left and right alike.Both George
Orwell and Winston Churchill came close to death in the mid-1930’sA¢a -4 *Orwell shot in the neck
in a trench line in the Spanish Civil War, and Churchill struck by a car in New York City. If they’d
died then, history would scarcely remember them. At the time, Churchill was a politician on the outs,
his loyalty to his class and party suspect. Orwell was a mildly successful novelist, to put it
generously. No one would have predicted that by the end of the 20th century they would be
considered two of the most important people in British history for having the vision and courage to
campaign tirelessly, in words and in deeds, against the totalitarian threat from both the left and the
right.A A In a crucial moment, they responded first by seeking the facts of the matter, seeing
through the lies and obfuscations, and then they acted on their beliefs.A A Together, to an extent
not sufficiently appreciated, they kept the West's compass set toward freedom as its due north. It's
not easy to recall now how lonely a position both men once occupied. By the late 1930’s,
democracy was discredited in many circles, and authoritarian rulers were everywhere in the ascent.
There were some who decried the scourge of communism, but saw in Hitler and Mussolini "men we
could do business with," if not in fact saviors. And there were others who saw the Nazi and fascist
threat as malign, but tended to view communism as the path to salvation. Churchill and Orwell, on
the other hand, had the foresight to see clearly that the issue was human freedomA¢a -a «that
whatever its coloration, a government that denied its people basic freedoms was a totalitarian
menace and had to be resisted. In the end, Churchill and Orwell proved their age’s necessary men.
The glorious climax of Churchill and Orwell is the work they both did in the decade of the 1940’s to
triumph over freedom’s enemies. And though Churchill played the larger role in the defeat of Hitler
and the Axis, Orwell’s reckoning with the menace of authoritarian rule in Animal Farm and 1984
would define the stakes of the Cold War for its 50-year course, and continues to give inspiration to
fighters for freedom to this day. Taken together, in Thomas E. Ricks’s masterful hands, their lives
are a beautiful testament to the power of moral conviction, and to the courage it can take to stay

true to it, through thick and thin.
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Customer Reviews

"Both subjects, he tells us in this page turner written with great brio, are ’people we still think about,
people who are important not just to understanding their times but also to understanding our own.’...
whatA A comes across strongly in this highly enjoyable book is the fierce commitment of both
Orwell and Churchill to critical thought." A¢a -4 <The New York Times Book ReviewA A A¢a -A“An
elegantly written celebration of two men who faced an existential crisis to their way of life with moral
courage A¢a -4 +and demonstrated that an individual can make a difference.A¢a -A+ A¢ga -4 +San
Francisco ChronicleA A A¢a -A“Readers of this book will realize, if they needed reminding, that the
struggle to preserve and tell the truth is a very long game.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 <Los Angeles

TimesAg¢a -A“Churchill & Orwell is an eminently readable, frankly inspirational and exceptionally
timely tribute to the two men Simon Schama called 'the architects of their time.’ It is to be hoped that
their counterparts in intellectual clarity and moral courage are among us today.A¢a —Ae

A¢a -4 Minneapolis Star TribuneA¢a -A“Here is a formidable pairing: Winston Churchill and
George Orwell, two of the most famous figures of the 20th century, compared and contrasted in a
study that has fresh things to say about its subjectsA¢a —A| Ricks tracks his subjects without falling
into the usual traps. He is neither sanctimonious about Orwell, nor overly reverential when
discussing Churchil.Aga -A+ A¢a -4 ‘Newsday"A feast of a book, laden with observations and
insights that enable us to see these familiar figures, and through them our own time, in a fresh and
illuminating light." A¢a —a *New StatesmanA¢a -A“RicksA¢a —4a,¢s gift for storytelling makes this
book virtually impossible at times to set down.A¢a -A« A¢ga -a The Christian Science

MonitorA¢a -A“Superbly illustrates that Churchill and Orwell made enduring cases for the necessity
of moral and political fortitude in the face of authoritarianism. This is a bracing work for our

times.A¢a -A*A¢a -4 ‘Publishers WeeklyA¢a -A“Very readable and timely.A¢a -AsA¢a -a <The



MissourianA A A¢a -A“The genius of RicksA¢a -4,¢ method is to tell the story of an ongoing
struggle through the lives of two extraordinary men.A¢a A+ A¢a -4 *Booklist (starred
review)A A A¢a -A“A superb account of two men who set standards for defending liberal

democracy that remain disturbingly out of reach.A¢a -As A¢a -4 «Kirkus Reviews (starred)

Thomas E. Ricks is an adviser on national security at the New America Foundation, where he
participates in its "Future of War" project. He was previously a fellow at the Center for a New
American Security and is a contributing editor of Foreign Policy magazine, for which he writes the
prizewinning blog The Best Defense. A member of two Pulitzer Prize-winning teams, he covered
U.S. military activities in Somalia, Haiti, Korea, Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Kuwait, Turkey,
Afghanistan, and Iraq. He is the author of several books, including The Generals, The Gamble, and
the number one New York Times bestseller Fiasco, which was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. His

newest book, Churchill and Orwell: The Fight For Freedom, is a New York Times bestseller.

A good, insightful biographical study of two Englishmen of the last century who were wildly different
in many ways, yet who are still revered today for standing for freedom of thought when it was most
at risk. The two were of different social classes, but each could think and, above all else, clearly
write.The author, Mr. Ricks, acknowledges that Winston Churchill had the greater historical role but
tends to favor the writer George Orwell in terms of his lasting impact and continued relevance to
today’s world; one of drone attacks in far away places and computer-driven privacy invasions in
nearby places.Mr. Ricks is often opinionated (he detests the role Prime Minister Blair played in
supporting the United States during the war with Iragq) and sometimes overstates his case. (Is the
National Review that good of publication to refer to more than once for evidence of Orwell’s
continued relevance?). However, on balance, a useful, well-written, and interesting book.Any reader
who has not yet read the four-volume set of "The Collected Essays, Journalism and Letters of

George Orwell" (1968) ought to do so.

On the last page of this book the author writes: "The fundamental driver of Western civilization is the
agreement that objective reality exists, that people of goodwill can perceive it and that other people
will change their views when presented with the facts of the matter." On NPR’s Fresh Air yesterday,
Pulitzer prize-winning journalist Tom Ricks said that the writings of Winston Churchill and George
Orwell still resonate today. Ricks also discussed the generals serving in the Trump administration. It

was one of the most inspiring interviews | have ever heard on Fresh Air, and the reason why | am



reading this book.

Great, accessible book. Orwell’'s genius shines through. Churchill was essential, but sufficiently

inflexible and spent to lead the U.K. Into the future.

Loved this book! Ricks covers two well-known figures and makes it all seem fresh. He’s very
insightful and weaves it all together nicely. He is also clear-eyed about both Churchill and Orwell,
which results in a balanced look at two hugely influential lives. Orwell is my favorite author (1984
turned me into a reader) and I've read every biography about him. | feel protective of him and

believe Ricks did him justice. Thanks for a great read!

Very interesting and enjoyable!

A fun but insightful read; not meant to be the preeminent biography of either (not a replacement for
Roy Jenkins’ masterpiece, for example), it explores how each of these very different men sought to
protect the rights of individuals, and thus democracy, in a changing, increasingly ideological world.
Timely, personable, discerning, cogent, and - did | already say timely?

Great book!

A thought provoking book. | had not read much about Orwell’s life.
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